THE RECEPTION OF TOM JONES

dreadful of all earthquakes would soon be upon them; that
the Thames would wash away London Bridge, that West-
minster Abbey would be laid level with the ground, that
the earth would open in a great many places and swallow
up numberless buildings and people. Alarmed by the im-
pending disaster, men and women of all classes visited and
questioned the prophet and came away still more frightened.
"Certain persons of a great family having been to hear
him, they were so terrified, that they sent to Mr. "Whiston
the astronomer, to know if it was possible for any man to
foretell an earthquake; his answer was, that no man could
without divine inspiration; but that in foreign countries,
where earthquakes were more common, they seldom had
two, but they had a third to succeed.7' Thereupon Fielding
as the principal justice of the peace for London and West-
minster intervened. On the night before the earthquake
was to occur, he summoned John Misavan into court and
committed him to Newgate "with strict orders to chain him
down in one of the cells." Barely in literary history has
an author been able to get so complete control over a hostile
critic, and thereby forestall an earthquake threatening his
readers with destruction.*

* The story of the earthquake may be followed in '' The Gentleman 7s
Magazine" and "The London Magazine/7 March, April, May, June, 1750; and
with greater detail in the newspapers of the year. Prof. J. E. Wells called
my attention to two pamphlets dealing with the ease of Misavan, of which
one has the following title: "The False Prophet Detected: Being a particular
Account of the Apprehending John Misavan. . . . With his whole Examination
before the Worshipful Justice Melding, and his Commitment on Wednesday
Night to Newgate, with strict Orders to chain him down in one of the Cells,
as a Warning to all Persons how they are guilty of such wicked and blasphemous
Crimes."
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